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The Illinois International Business Calendar is published by the International Trade Association of Greater Chicago (ITA/GC).  The 
Calendar is also available on our website: www.itagc.org.  It is published every Friday, and available at no charge. 
 
Inclusion Policy: As a public service to the international business community, we publish a listing of international business events 
for which we receive written notification, preferably by e-mail (info@itagc.org).  Any organization may submit events that would be 
of interest to and are open to the Illinois international business community.  There is no charge.  All calendar listings are subject to 
the editor’s discretion.  Inclusion of an event does not imply endorsement by any of the sponsoring organizations. 
 
Founded in 1978, the International Trade Association of Greater Chicago (ITA/GC) is a not-for- profit, 501(c)6 voluntary business 
association dedicated to promoting international commerce in all its forms.  The ITA/GC provides a forum for the exchange of 
practical information and insight within the international business community.  Members share interests in import and export matters, 
in international investment, alliance, and licensing opportunities, and – in the broader sense – doing business across the world. 
 
The ITA/GC’s focus is on practicality: on building knowledge and enabling relationships that help people do international business.  
While our scope of interest is diverse – all aspects of trading and commercial activity across all geographies and all industries – our 
work is simple: to help others gain understanding that is personal, current and actionable. 
 

New events, and events with additional/revised information, are indicated in Green. 
 

Of Note: 
USTR Seeks Public Comment on the 2027 Joint Review of USMCA: The Office of the U.S. Trade 
Representative announced a public consultation process in advance of the 2027 joint review of the Agreement between the 
United States of America, the United Mexican States, and Canada (USMCA).  The deadline for submission of comments 
is January 12, 2027, at 11:59 p.m. EST.  The Federal Register notice is here.  To submit comments, click here. 

DOJ Gives Guidance for Trade Fraud Enforcement: Writing for Barnes Richardson’s Global Trade Law, Marvin 
E. McPherson observes: For importers, the important point is straightforward: DOJ has now formally identified fraud 
involving “tariff evasion, importation of goods or services, or forced labor” as a priority for corporate criminal 
enforcement.  On October 1, 2026, Assistant Attorney General Colin M. McDonald issued Directive 26-12, Corporate 
Enforcement in the Fight Against Fraud.  The Directive instructs Fraud Division prosecutors to take an “aggressive, all-
tools approach” to the Department’s health care, government, tax, and trade fraud priorities. 

India-US Trade Talks Hit ‘Plateau’, Finance Minister Says, as Tariffs Narrow Room for Deal: As reported 
by Reuters, the Finance Minister’s comments are New Delhi’s strongest public acknowledgement that talks on key issues 
have stalled for a deal both have sought since February 2025, with an aim to strengthen economic ties and resolve thorny 
market access issues.  Scope for a final compromise has narrowed after US President Donald Trump signed into law a 
congressional bill that gives him authority to impose tariffs of up to 100% on countries buying significant Russian oil, 
including India and China. 

A New EU Structural Rebalancing Instrument to Respond to China’s Export Surge: In this Jacques Delors 
Institute Special policy paper, the authors address China’s export surge and call for a new Structural Rebalancing 
Instrument to tackle these systemic distortions across sectors while keeping Europe’s response anchored in multilateral 
trade rules.  Their white paper is here. 

WTO MSME Group Explores IP’s Role in Trade, Hears Success Stories and Updates: The WTO’s Informal 
Working Group on Micro, Small and Medium-sized Enterprises (MSMEs) met on October 2, with a focus on the practical 
role of intellectual property (IP) in helping small businesses innovate, grow and reach international markets.  The meeting 
included an information session on IP tools and thematic presentations from members, international organizations and 
stakeholders. 
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Economic Conditions Outlook, September 2026: McKinsey & Company’s survey reveals executives’ economic 
pessimism has eased since June, but they remain cautious.  Negative views continue to be more common than positive 
ones, and expectations for the next six months are mixed. 

Global: The Forces Shaping the Outlook: The global economy faces a complex outlook, according to BBVA 
Research.  The three most significant recent developments affecting economic activity are rising geopolitical tensions, the 
hawkish shift by the Fed and the ECB, and higher long-term interest rates.  Private investment, driven by AI, and fiscal 
spending continue to support growth. 

2027 Manufacturing Outlook: Sponsored by Xometry & ThomasNet, the 2027 Manufacturing Outlook reveals how 
access is overtaking acquisition as the leading pathway to growth — with digital infrastructure at the heart of the 
transformation. 

U.S. Health & Life Sciences Global Connect: This year-long virtual matchmaking and business development 
initiative, sponsored by the U.S. Commercial Service, connects U.S. health and life sciences companies, international 
buyers and partners, and specialized business service providers.  Global Connect gives participants the flexibility to 
showcase their capabilities, identify potential partners, and initiate B2B and B2G relationships on their own schedule 
throughout the year.  The program runs through September 30, 2027, providing ongoing visibility and opportunities to 
build meaningful international commercial connections. 

Ranked: The World’s Richest Countries (2006-2026): This visualization (Visual Capitalist) ranks the countries 
with the highest GDP per capita in 2006, 2016, and 2026 using projections from the International Monetary Fund’s World 
Economic Outlook.  Figures are in current prices and have been adjusted for purchasing power parity (PPP).  Most of the 
world’s wealthiest countries by this measurement are small offshore financial hubs such as Singapore and Switzerland. 

Ranked: The World’s 40 Richest Cities by GDP Per Person: This visualization (Visual Capitalist) ranks the top 
40 cities by GDP per person among those featured in the 2026 Global Cities Index published by Oxford Economics.  The 
U.S. accounts for 27 of the 40 cities with the highest GDP per person, led by major technology hubs.  San Jose ranks first 
at $238,700 per person, roughly $57,000 ahead of second-place San Francisco. 

The State of Enterprise Trade & Customs Organizations: The American Association of Exporters & Importers, 
along with their industry partner, Altana, released an independent survey of 230 trade leaders at enterprise companies.  
Major finding: resources haven’t grown at the same pace as rising work volume and more complexity.  More than half of 
trade operations at enterprise businesses are not ready for the demands of modern trade.  Full report is here. 

How U.S.-China Trade Shifted across the States: U.S. goods trade with China fell 29% in 2025, from $583.6 
billion to $414.6 billion, amid a year of sharply higher tariffs and shifting trade flows.  This map from Visual Capitalist  
shows the change in each state’s goods trade with China from 2024 to 2025, using data from the U.S. Census Bureau. 

U.S.-China Trade War Tariffs: An Up-to-Date Chart: This chart was originally published on September 20, 
2019, by the Peterson Institute for International Economics.  It includes tariff moves through August 22, 2026, with 
average U.S. tariffs on Chinese exports at 35.2 percent, covering 89 percent of all goods.  China’s average tariffs on US 
exports are at 31.9 percent, covering 100 percent of all goods. 

Ranked: The Fastest-Growing Major Economies in 2026: Despite geopolitical conflicts and supply chain 
disruptions, the global economy is forecast to grow by 3% in 2026.  Among major economies, however, growth rates vary 
considerably.  This visualization (by Visual Capitalist) ranks Group of 20 (G20) members by their projected real gross 
domestic product (GDP) growth in 2026, using the latest projections from the International Monetary Fund’s World 
Economic Outlook. 

How Countries Are Adapting as the Global Energy Shock Persists: This IMF Blog observes: Countries’ 
responses to the energy shock triggered by the Middle East war varied significantly—and evolved as the shock persisted.  
Some governments moved quickly to deploy tax cuts, subsidies, and household transfers to shield families and businesses 
from higher prices.  While those who allowed more of the increase in global energy costs to pass through to domestic 
prices relied more heavily on monetary, financial, and real-economy measures. 

China Economic Outlook: September 2026: BBVA Research on Sept. 29 released it’s Outlook on China.  In 
summary, the Chinese economy slowed to 4.3% in Q2 2026 due to domestic risks such as a supply-demand mismatch, 
weak consumption, and a housing crisis.  The GDP growth forecast is maintained at 4.5% for 2026 and 4.2% for 2027, 
and the CPI forecast is lowered to 0.8%. 
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Brazil Economic Outlook: September 2026: BBVA Research on Sept. 30 released its Outlook on Brazil.  In 
summary, Brazil’s economy is slowing: growth is expected to reach 2.1% in 2026 and 1.8% in 2027.  Supply-side 
pressures will push inflation higher, but weak demand will likely allow for further Selic rate cuts.  The post-election 
political landscape will shape the outlook and the balance of risks. 

Ocean Rates Highest in a Year amid US-China Trade Truce: Freight Waves reports a two-month extension of 
the U.S.-China trade truce could postpone planned U.S. port fees on China-linked vessels, offering carriers and importers 
a temporary measure of policy certainty as trans-Pacific spot rates reach new annual highs, says an analyst.  Spot rates 
from Asia to the U.S. West Coast rose to $8,400 per forty-foot equivalent unit, a new high for the year. East Coast spot 
rates held at about $9,600 per FEU, roughly $200 below their late-August peak. 

UK Energy Strategy to Cut Industrial Costs and Strengthen Investment: BritishAmerican Business has 
published a new report calling for a national energy strategy to bring down industrial energy costs and strengthen the 
UK’s position as a destination for US investment.  A UK Energy Strategy to Lower Industrial Energy Costs and 
Strengthen Business Investment in the UK finds that companies operating in the UK still face some of Europe's highest 
industrial electricity prices, putting UK operations at a competitive disadvantage and increasingly shaping where 
companies invest. 

USTR Seeks Public Comment on Foreign Trade Barriers for the 2027 National Trade Estimate Report: 
The public is invited to comment on foreign barriers to U.S. exports of goods and services and U.S. foreign direct 
investment for inclusion in the 2027 National Trade Estimate Report.  The deadline for submission of comments is 
October 29, 2026.  To view the Federal Register Notice, click here. 

The New World Map the UN Wants You to Use: On Sept. 4, 2026, the UN General Assembly adopted the “Correct 
the Map” resolution by a 164-1 vote, endorsing the Equal Earth projection.  Visual Capitalist presents this new map 
alongside the old Mercator projection.  The lone dissenter: the U.S. 

The $531 Million “Small” Business: SBA Proposes Massive Overhaul of Size Standards: Thompson Hine 
reports SBA recently published two proposed rules that would fundamentally redefine what qualifies as a 
“small” business.  The first overhauls the methodology for setting size standards; the second applies that 
methodology to produce dramatically higher thresholds. 
USMCA Joint Review Tracker: The International Compliance Professionals Association (ICPA) maintains this 
useful review of the 2026 USMCA joint review: what has changed, what has not, and what it means for your compliance 
program. 

CBP Seeks Input on New Supply Chain Traceability Requirements: Austin J. Eighan of Barnes, Richardson & 
Colburn details the requirements of Executive Order 14411 directing CBP to increase supply chain visibility, strengthen 
trade law enforcement, and “remedy systemic inefficiencies.”  The notice sets out approximately 64 questions covering 
the agency’s proposals in a number of areas. 

One of the World’s Smallest Countries Has a New Name:  Ther New York Times reports the South Pacific island 
of Nauru wants its name to more closely match how it is said in the language spoken by its people: Naoero.  That’s the 
new name for the small South Pacific country formerly known as Nauru.  Its Parliament unanimously approved the 
change in May and the name became official, President David Adeang said last week, 

Atlas of Global Development 2026: Across the global development landscape, which countries are moving the 
fastest, and which are losing ground? The 2026 edition of the World Bank’s Atlas of Global Development puts progress at 
its center.  Looking at how fast countries are moving toward better outcomes and facing different challenges, from their 
own individual starting points, this edition introduces a new framework to track development over the past 75 years, 
revealing how countries have advanced across key dimensions. 

Business Plan Eurasia/Türkiye/China: Call for Proposals: For the 33rd year Professor Trevor Gunn of 
Georgetown University’s School of Foreign Service is seeking proposals to set students forth developing business plans 
for real companies.  One-page proposals are due October 15, 2026.  Reach out to: gunnt@georgetown.edu.  

* * * * * * * 

Oct. 13   THE U.S.-SWEDEN TARRIFF INTELLIGENCE AND ADVISORY PLATFORM: HOW SWEDISH 
COMPANIES CAN ACCESS SUPPORT.  Webinar, sponsored by the Embassy of Sweden, will discuss 
U.S. tariffs, their implications for Swedish companies, and use of the tariff platform.  9:00 a.m. 
CDT.  No fee; no registration required.  Join the webinar via Microsoft Teams using this link. 
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Oct. 13   BASIC EXPORT DOCUMENTATION.  Webinar, sponsored by the World Trade Research Institute, will 
provide a comprehensive review of the most commonly used documents and terms in international 
trade.  10:00 – 11:00 a.m. CDT.  Fee: $89.  For information & registration, please see: 
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/ev/reg/3azjs52.  

Oct. 13   HTS CLASSIFICATION: CATCHING MISTAKES BEFORE THEY BECOME COSTLY.  Webinar, 
sponsored by Star USA, will describe when product classifications should be reviewed, how to 
identify common risk areas, and best practices for maintaining an accurate, defensible classification 
program.  12:00 – 1:00 p.m. CDT.  No fee; advance registration required.  For information & 
registration, please see: 
https://starusa.org/events/october2026/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Sept%2026%20Newsl
etter&utm_content=Sept%2026%20Newsletter+CID_8017aa92867aedb09ef6de91c66726ab&utm_s
ource=Email%20marketing%20software&utm_term=Learn%20More%20%20Register.  

Oct. 13   TRADE COMPLIANCE AT THE CROSSROADS OF TARIFFS, TAX, AND TRANSFER PRICING.  
Sponsored by the Madison International Trade Association, this program features an insightful 
discussion on the growing intersection of transfer pricing, customs valuation, and global trade 
compliance in today’s evolving tariff environment.  Speakers include: Sonal Majmudar, Partner, 
Washington, DC Office of Mayer Brown Law Firm; Susan Fickling, Managing Director, Transfer 
Pricing at Kroll; Alison Jacobs, VP, Trade and Customs at Kroll; Ryan Lange, Managing Director, 
Transfer Pricing at Kroll.  2:00 – 6:00 p.m., Waukesha County Technical College, 800 Main Street, 
Pewaukee, WI.  MITA Members - $35; Non-members - $50.  For information & registration, please 
see: https://events.mitatrade.org/events/Details/trade-compliance-at-the-crossroads-of-tariffs-tax-
and-transfer-pricing-1903444?sourceTypeId=Website.  

Oct. 14   HOW DO WE DEAL WITH CHINESE OVERCAPACITY?  Virtual event sponsored by the Peterson 
Institute for International Economics.  Panelists address a number of pressing issues: The European 
Union has a growing toolbox against unfair trade and coercion, but is it ready to use it?  Is there a 
way to deal with Chinese overcapacity and find a reasonable way forward?  Can managed trade be 
a solution, or are we headed towards accelerating trade tensions?  Can the European Union and the 
United States work together to address the overcapacity problem?  8:00 – 9:00 a.m. CDT.  No fee; 
advance registration required.  For information & registration, please see: 
https://www.piie.com/events/2026/how-do-we-deal-chinese-overcapacity.  

Oct. 14   EXPORTING TO BRAZIL.  Webinar, sponsored by the World Trade Research Institute, will cover the 
opportunities and challenges that companies may face in Brazil and will include strategies for 
entering the market.  10:00 – 11:00 a.m. CDT.  Fee: $89.  For information & registration, please see: 
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/ev/reg/wbqqhge.   

Oct. 15   BUILT TO CONNECT 2026.  Networking event, sponsored by the TOBB Trade Center (TTC), 
bringing together U.S. business leaders, manufacturers, distributors, contractors, procurement 
professionals, and decision-makers who are interested in developing new business and sourcing 
opportunities with Türkiye.  9:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m., 11417 Irving Park Road, Franklin Park, IL.  No 
fee; advance registration requested.  For information & registration, please contact: kaane@tobb.us.  

Oct. 15   CHARTING NEW WATERS: SETTING SAIL – UNDERSTANDING AI.  Hybrid program sponsored by 
the International Trade Council of Greater Kansas City.  Presentation by Thad Neal, Principal, 
Microsoft Growth Leader, RSM US LLP who will provide a practical, engaging introduction to 
today’s AI landscape and what it means for international trade.  10:00 – 11:00 a.m., Laufer Group 
International, 11500 NW Ambassador Drive, KCMO, Atlantic Room.  Members – No fee; Non-
members (in-person & online) - $15.  For information & registration, please see: 
https://itcgkc.org/event-6820276/  
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Oct. 15   NAVIGATING THE HR MAZE IN CROSS-BORDER M&A: A PRACTITIONER’S PLAYBOOK.  
Webinar, sponsored by Winston Taylor, will share real-world strategies for navigating the people 
side of multi-jurisdictional deals.  Practitioners from Winston Taylor’s Executive Compensation & 
Employee Benefits, and Labor & Employment groups, spanning the U.S., U.K., Netherlands, and 
France will share their expertise.  10:00 – 11:00 a.m. CDT.  For information & registration, please 
see: https://us.nexl.cloud/email_marketing/access/campaigns/08c0d1d9-c3a9-4a64-8529-
f49b67f47b4f?ems_user_token=eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.ImdqbmJKZDA0UXNNYy8vemtwa0wzNnVHOVZkdCs2RHU1YUs2QkFheS9LQnh0alJ6VG1YOXdIcWM4QjJRK1IvcUJNci9KdGdSQ1djek
1yOEc0ZXErcGE3M2NQWE5HL1VYWWNkSEVQM0ZxOFZHNEFHd09NYXdKTG9tRld1QWQ5TTN6TFR0M1J2dzBoeWY2bllFUXk0em9HSmVYYW5xQ1E1dTNHNlFsN2ZvMWdPVytPQjB
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piTlRUMFdKejFiQT09Ig.WWN7a269wu-mAf2ZUTnVPoa2mEqSm60nbfPB2cepvBY.  

Oct. 15   SCHEDULE B AND HTS CODES - CLASSIFYING YOUR PRODUCTS FOR INTERNATIONAL 
SHIPPING.  Webinar, sponsored by the World Trade Research Institute, will cover the details of 
these codes and the general rules of interpretation to give you confidence in classifying your 
products for export or import.  10:00 – 11:00 a.m. CDT.  Fee: $89.  For information & registration, 
please see: https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/ev/reg/74gpw4d.  

Oct. 15   ADDITIVE MANUFACTURING: MARKET INSIGHTS FROM BRAZIL AND GERMANY.  Webinar, 
sponsored by the U.S. Commercial Service, will explore key opportunities and emerging trends 
across two rapidly evolving additive manufacturing markets: Brazil and Germany.  Expert speakers 
will provide practical, data-driven insights to help U.S. companies understand market conditions, 
technology adoption, sector growth, and pathways for partnership in both countries.  Attendees will 
gain actionable market intelligence—including insights on local industry demand, examples of real-
world applications, and collaboration pathways—to better position their companies for global 
engagement in additive manufacturing. A live Q&A will conclude the session.  11:00 a.m. –      
12:30 p.m. CDT.  No fee; advance registration required.  For information & registration, please see: 
https://events.gcc.teams.microsoft.com/event/363994c4-5cdc-492e-88e1-e38c0ef04873@a1d183f2-
6c7b-4d9a-b994-5f2f31b3f780.  

Oct. 15   AD/CVD RISK IDENTIFICATION FOR CUSTOMS BROKERS.  Webinar sponsored by the Chicago 
Customs Brokers & Forwarders Association.  William Jansen, LCB, CCS, of SEKO Logistics and 
David Forgue of Barnes, Richardson & Colburn will provide a practical session on spotting 
antidumping and countervailing duty exposure before entry.  Topics include: scope analysis; third-
country and circumvention cases; certification requirements; and the legal considerations that 
determine when an AD/CVD issue calls for specialized counsel.  2:00 – 4:00 p.m., 1501 Woodfield 
Rd, Schaumburg, IL.  CCBFA Members – No fee; Non-members - $35.  For information & 
registration, please see: https://www.ccbfa.org/events/adcvd-review.  

Oct. 15   IACAC AIRLINE NIGHT.  The International Air Cargo Association of Chicago (IACAC) is excited 
to invite you to our First-ever IACAC Airline Night 2026—an evening dedicated to bringing 
together professionals from across the aviation, air cargo, logistics, and supply chain industries.  5:00 
– 9:00 p.m., Belvedere Events & Banquets, 1170 West Devon Avenue, Elk Grove Village, IL.  
Vendor tables available ($300).  Fee: $45.  For information & registration, please see: 
https://iacac.com/event/iacac-airline-night/.  

Oct. 16   2026 GERMAN AMERICAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE MIDWEST ANNUAL GALA.  The GACC 
Midwest promises an evening dedicated to celebrating the excellence, innovation, and enduring 
commitment of the German American business community.  The Gala will bring together industry 
leaders and C‑level executives to honor long‑standing membership anniversaries and recognize the 
outstanding contributions of valued members and companies across the Midwest.  Guests will enjoy 
high‑level networking and dinner, engaging entertainment and live music.  In addition, we’ll have an 
exciting silent auction benefiting the German American Apprenticeship and Education Foundation—
highlighting our shared investment in workforce development and future talent.  6:00 p.m., The 
InterContinental Hotel Chicago Mag Mile, 505 North Michigan Avenue, Chicago.  GACC Members 
- $285; Non-members - $350.  For information & registration, please see: 
https://www.gaccmidwest.org/us/events/gacc-midwest-annual-gala/2026-gacc-midwest-annual-gala.  
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Oct. 20   COMMUNICATING EFFECTIVELY WITH JAPANESE.  Virtual seminar, sponsored by Japan 
Intercultural Consulting, is focused on: Indirect communication; Ambiguous and context-dependent 
messaging; English as a non-native language.  This in-depth seminar offers practical strategies for 
strengthening working relationships and achieving better results with Japanese colleagues, 
subordinates, customers, and supervisors.  By the end of the seminar, participants will be better 
equipped to: Interpret indirect or ambiguous messages more accurately; Communicate clearly and 
respectfully across language and cultural gaps; Reduce misunderstandings while preserving 
relationships; Increase confidence and effectiveness in day-to-day interactions with Japanese 
counterparts.  1:00 – 4:00 p.m. CDT.  Fee: $195.  For information & registration, please see: 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/communicating-effectively-with-japanese-tickets-
1980001138706?aff=oddtdtcreator&keep_tld=true.  

Oct. 21   THE FUTURE OF TURKISH PORTS: ENERGY TRANSITION, DIGITALIZATION, AND TECHNOLOGY 
OPPORTUNITIES.  Webinar, sponsored by the U.S. Commercial Service, will provide an in‑depth 
briefing on current trends, emerging technology needs, upcoming tenders, and areas where U.S. 
firms can support Turkey’s evolving maritime ecosystem.  This virtual session, developed in 
collaboration with TURKLIM, offers U.S. companies a rare opportunity to hear directly from sector 
experts and decision‑makers shaping the future of Türkiye’s port infrastructure.  10:00 – 11:30 a.m. 
CDT.  No fee; advance registration required.  For information & registration, please see: 
https://events.gcc.teams.microsoft.com/event/d13b04f8-0327-4709-9af7-a307a7ef5645@a1d183f2-
6c7b-4d9a-b994-5f2f31b3f780.  

Oct. 21   OPERATING IN U.S. FOREIGN TRADE ZONES.  Webinar, sponsored by the World Trade Research 
Institute, will cover the basics including how FTZs work, and the benefits and rules for operating in 
an FTZ, helping your company evaluate the costs and benefits.  10:00 – 11:00 a.m. CDT.  Fee: $89.  
For information & registration, please see: https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/ev/reg/qqpzeym.  

Oct. 21   TARIFF TRENDS 2026: EXPERT INSIGHTS ON THE EVOLVING U.S. TARIFF LANDSCAPE.  
Webinar, sponsored by Flexport, features an expert panel who will dive into the latest tariff updates 
and their impact on your shipments.  11:00 a.m. CDT.  No fee; advance registration required.  For 
information & registration, please see: https://webinars.flexport.com/tariff-trends-oct-
2026/?utm_source=flexport&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=wbn-2026-10-21-nam-tariff-
trends&utm_content=2.  

Oct. 22 -  TARIFFS, SUPPLY CHAIN SHIFTS, AND THE FUTURE OF GLOBAL MANUFACTURING  
 23    COMPETITIVENESS.  Twenty-fifth Annual U.S.-China Trade Conference sponsored by the United 

States of America – China Chamber of Commerce.  Topics include: The New Era of Global Trade, 
Manufacturing, and Consumer Markets; Navigating and Coping with the Rapidly Changing Tariff 
Environment; Resilience and Diversification Without Abandoning China: Alternative Manufacturing 
Hubs; Adapting Transportation Networks to Changing Trade Patterns; The Impact of AI Technology 
and Automation on Competitiveness; Selling Overseas: How to Reposition U.S. SMEs During a 
Disruptive Trade Environment; Talent Requirements to Stay Competitive in the AI Economy; Future 
Trade and Tariff Outlook: Strategic Priorities for Governments and Businesses.  8:00 a.m., The 
Union League Club of Chicago, 65 West Jackson Boulevard, Chicago.  Fees & Discounts vary.  For 
information & registration, please see: 
https://www.usccc.org/_files/ugd/1817b4_9bd222cdca1d490e947e27f0bedbb467.pdf.  

Oct. 22   COUNTRY OF ORIGIN AND RULES OF ORIGIN EXPLAINED.  Webinar, sponsored by the World 
Trade Research Institute, will help you learn how country of origin is determined for duty 
assessment, government procurement, and preferential trade programs.  10:00 – 11:00 a.m. CDT.  
Fee: $89.  For information & registration, please see: https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/ev/reg/263pwse.  
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Oct. 22   THE NEW TRADE FRONTIER: TECHNOLOGY, GOVERNANCE, AND GLOBAL RISK.  American 
Association of Exporters & Importers Fall 2026 Virtual Conference will bring together government 
officials, legal experts, industry practitioners, and technology leaders to examine how emerging 
technologies and trade policies are transforming global commerce.  Through expert-led discussions, 
interactive polling, and practical case studies, attendees will explore the future of trade governance, 
AI-driven compliance strategies, import and export risk management, data governance, and the 
changing global trade landscape.  The program will conclude with a forward-looking keynote from 
former WTO Deputy Director-General Angela Ellard on navigating the next chapter of international 
trade.  11:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. CDT.  AAEI Members - $150; Non-members - $250.  For information 
& registration, please see: 
https://members.aaei.org/ap/Events/Register/4lF9m08hRCMCx?utm_source=EMAIL&utm_medium
=TradeCompass&utm_campaign=FC26.  

Oct. 23   AI-POWERED EXPORTS & ECOMMERCE: CREATING GLOBAL VALUE.  11th Global Small 
Business Forum (Virtual) sponsored by Global TradeSource Ltd.  Two world‑class experts share 
research, tools, and decisions behind creating value with AI and using it in ecommerce.  Speakers: 
Kati Suominen, Founder and CEO of Nextrade Group and Fabian Stachelin, Founder, e-traid.  
9:00 – 11:00 a.m. CDT.  No fee; advance registration required.  For information & registration, 
please see: https://globalsmallbusinessforum.com/?mc_cid=2234daa307&mc_eid=6499c7d108.  

Oct. 23   VOLUNTARY SELF-DISCLOSURE IN 2026: STRATEGIC CONSIDERATIONS FOR MAKING THE 
RIGHT CALL IN TODAY’S ENFORCEMENT ENVIRONMENT.  Webinar sponsored by American 
Conference Institute.  Leading compliance and legal practitioners will explore how organizations are 
evaluating disclosure decisions, balancing the promise of cooperation credit against legal, business, 
and reputational risks, and aligning with counsel on a thoughtful and defensible disclosure strategy 
before engaging the government.  Panelists include: Hemma Lomax, Deputy General Counsel, Vice 
President, Head of Global Business Integrity, Docusign; Daniel Sibille, Vice-President of 
Compliance for Latin America, Oracle; Matteson Ellis, Member, Miller & Chevalier Chartered; 
Tom Fox (Moderator), Founder, Compliance Podcast Network.  10:00 – 11:00 a.m. CDT.  No fee; 
advance registration required.  For information & registration, please see: 
https://events.ringcentral.com/events/aci-s-complimentary-webinar-voluntary-self-disclosure-in-2026-strategic-considerations-for-making-the-right-
call-in-today-s-enforcement-environment?utm_source=brevo&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=CC%20700L27-
WAS%20E20%20Webinar%202%20by%20Compliance%20Podcast%20Network%202%20---%20Webinar&utm_id=2207.  

Oct. 25   THIRD SINO-U.S. PEOPLE’S FRIENDSHIP GALA.  Sponsored by the Chicago China News & 
Digest, the program will feature a social hour and cash bar, dinner, remarks, an awards ceremony, 
multicultural performances, dancing, community and business exhibits, and prize drawings.  5:00 – 
10:00 p.m., Abbington Distinctive Banquets, 3S002 Route 53, Glen Ellyn, IL.  Tickets: $120 - $80.  
For information & registration, please see: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-third-sino-us-peoples-
friendship-gala-tickets-1999934066630.  

Oct.  26 -  EXHIBIT WITH THE STATE OF ILLINOIS AT ECO EXPO ASIA 2026, HONG KONG.  Illinois  
 29    companies in the environmental sector are invited to join the Illinois Department of Commerce and 

Economic Opportunity, Office of Trade & Investment on a Trade Mission to Hong Kong, and co-
exhibit in the Illinois Pavilion at Eco Expo Asia.  Eligible Illinois companies for this mission will 
receive: Complimentary Exhibit Space; 25-75% partial reimbursement for lodging and airfare costs 
in accordance with guidelines; Pre-show promotion; Matchmaking Assistance; In-country briefing 
and networking events; Assistance with travel and logistics.  Fee: $1,000. Application deadline: 
September 10. For information & registration, please contact: kelly.hou@illinois.gov.   

Oct. 26   THE U.S.-PANAMA FREE TRADE AGREEMENT.  Webinar, sponsored by the World Trade Research 
Institute, will explain the details of the agreement and how you can take advantage of these 
opportunities.  10:00 – 11:00 a.m. CDT.  Fee: $89.  For information & registration, please see: 
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/ev/reg/xmuhfu7.  
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Oct. 27   NAVIGATING U.S. TARIFFS: SECTION 232, SECTION 301 & CHAPTER 99.  Webinar, sponsored 
by the World Trade Research Institute, provides an overview of Section 232, Section 301, Chapter 
99, and other key trade measures affecting U.S. imports.  Learn how these tariffs are applied, how 
duties may stack, and explore strategies to improve compliance and reduce costs through real-world 
examples and practical guidance.  10:00 – 11:30 a.m. CDT.  Fee: $139.  For information & 
registration, please see: https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/ev/reg/kayuekh.  

Oct. 28   THE NEXT CHAPTER IN U.S.-CHINA BUSINESS: TRADE, TARIFFS, AND TECH.  Program 
sponsored by Asia-Pacific Business Association of Indiana co-hosted with the National Committee 
on U.S.-China Relations and Indy Economic Development and hosted by Barnes & Thornburg.  
Gain insights from an expert panel on the economy and technology, and a roundtable discussion with 
Indiana business leaders.  Panelists include: Sarah Beran, incoming president of the National 
Committee on U.S.-China Relations; Kevin Xu, Founder of Interconnected Capital, a global 
technology hedge fund, and author of Interconnected, a bilingual English-Chinese newsletter 
exploring the intersections of technology, business, investing, geopolitics, and U.S.-Asia relations; 
Russell Menyhart, Partner at Taft Stettinius & Hollister LLP in Indianapolis and a former diplomat 
with extensive international experience.  9:00 – 11:00 a.m., Barnes & Thornburg Building, 
Indianapolis, IN.  No fee; advance registration required.  For information & registration, please see: 
https://insight.btlaw.com/23/2473/landing-pages/rsvp-blank.asp?ExcludePageBreak=true.  

Oct. 28   SAMPLES, PROTOTYPES, AND REPAIRS - TIPS FOR GETTING YOUR SHIPMENTS THROUGH 
CUSTOMS.  Webinar, sponsored by the World Trade Research Institute, will provide tips for getting 
these shipments through Customs in the U.S. and other countries.  10:00 – 11:00 a.m. CDT.  Fee: 
$89.  For information & registration, please see: https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/ev/reg/e7sfkp6.  

Oct. 28   CUSTOMS AND TRADE FRAUD INVESTIGATIONS: RESPONDING TO DOJ’S AND DHS’S 
AGGRESSIVE AND EXPANDING ENFORCEMENT OF CUSTOMS FRAUD THROUGH THE FALSE 
CLAIMS ACT.  Webinar, sponsored by ArentFox Schiff, will provide an in-depth discussion of how 
compliance officers and general counsel can bolster current international trade compliance 
mechanisms in light of the government’s unprecedented focus on combatting customs fraud.     
11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. CDT.  No fee; advance registration required.  For information & 
registration, please see: 
https://ecomms.afslaw.com/s/aad7f118279742ce999959cb7a6068a37c653502/h=ff0114e31743dc8ef
74ae0bbd14c97e20d63924b.  

Oct. 28   GREAT LAKES PORTS UPDATE RECEPTION.  Sponsored by the Chicago Propeller Club, this event 
honors three port directors – Erik Varela from Illinois International Port District, Ryan McCoy 
from Ports of Indiana, and Benjamin Timm from Port Milwaukee.  Each will be giving the latest 
updates on port operations, as well as supplier and RFP opportunities as the ports invest tens of 
millions in upgrading infrastructure.  5:00 – 8:00 p.m., Guinness Open Gate Brewery – West Loop, 
901 West Kinzie Street, Chicago.  Members - $81.80; Non-members - $103.22.  For information & 
registration, please see: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/great-lakes-ports-update-reception-tickets-
1998373165934?aff=oddtdtcreator.   

Oct. 29   ADVANCED EXPORT DOCUMENTATION.  Webinar, sponsored by the World Trade Research 
Institute, will review less common documents in international trade.  10:00 – 11:00 a.m. CDT.  Fee: 
$89.  For information & registration, please see: https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/ev/reg/nfz8z88.  

Oct. 29   THE FRAGILE DRAGON: CHINA’S STRENGTH AND THE LIMITS TO ITS POWER.  Webinar 
sponsored by the United States Heartland China Association.  Presentation by Ker Gibbs, author, 
The Fragile Dragon.  Drawing on the author’s experience as president of the American Chamber of 
Commerce in Shanghai under Presidents Obama, Trump, and Biden, the book analyzes key business 
and political developments from both Western and Chinese perspectives.  2:00 p.m. CDT.  No fee; 
advance registration required.  For information & registration, please see: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_JHFGtmk2Rp2PFoHFsfklGg#/registration.  
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Nov. 4   READING THE TAX TEA LEAVES: A POST-MIDTERM FORECAST FOR SMALL BUSINESS 
OWNERS.  Webinar sponsored by Women Entrepreneurs Grow Global.  Presentation by Jessica 
Wargo, International Tax Services Partner, Plante Moran will share: How the post-election 
landscape may influence tax policy priorities; Current landscape for trade policy and negotiations; 
Strategic considerations for multinational businesses as they plan for the year ahead.  11:00 a.m. – 
12:00 p.m. CST.  No fee; advance registration required.  For information & registration, please see: 
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/9059271484514191705?mc_cid=b3291e996d&mc_eid=64
99c7d108.  

Nov. 4   HOW TO WIN A TRADE WAR.  Hybrid program sponsored by the Chicago Council on Global Affairs.  
Join Soumaya Keynes, Brent Neiman, and moderator Kyla Scanlon for a conversation on trade, 
economic strategy, and where the United States goes from here.  Copies of Soumaya Keynes’ new 
book, How to Win a Trade War: An Optimistic Guide to an Anxious Global Economy, co-authored 
with Chad P. Bown, and Kyla Scanlon’s book, In This Economy? How Money & Markets Really 
Work, will be available for sale and signing at the program.  5:15 – 6:30 p.m. CST, Chicago Council 
Conference Center, 130 East Randolph Street, Chicago.  No fee; advance registration required.  For 
information & registration, please see: https://globalaffairs.org/events/how-win-trade-
war?utm_source=promo&utm_campaign=events&utm_medium=email.  

Nov. 5   GUY FAWKES CELEBRATION 2026.  Sponsored by the British-American Business Council Chicago, 
this event promises festive sparklers, delicious food, cold drinks, and a rowdy night.  6:00 –         
9:00 p.m., Duke of Perth, 2827 North Broadway Street, Chicago.  BABC Members – No fee; Non-
members - $15.  For information & registration, please see: 
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/ev/reg/6bsujdr?source_id=8c6dc49e-d11e-4e59-b5c5-
acb5b89206fc&source_type=em&c=PuJV7f9B2wP9eOHSu9b6DXV6dH9e1H0H7LvXdfgs4FKf9lDRYuYMqw==.  

Nov. 6 -  TRADE MISSION TO AFRICA - KENYA & RWANDA.  World Trade Center St. Louis invites you to  
 15    join their first trade mission to Kenya & Rwanda.  Mission participants will gain first-hand insights 

through: Meeting with African business, government, and civic leaders; Market briefings from local 
experts; Cultural experiences and networking events.  Fee: $5,000 exclusive of airfare.  For 
information & registration, please see: https://stlpartnership.com/africa-trade-mission-2026/.  

Nov. 10   INTERNATIONAL LOGISTICS.  Seminar, sponsored by the Global Training Center, focuses on 
managing forwarders, brokers & carriers.  Learn to control your international shipments by directly 
coordinating your documents with transportation rules and procedures.  Review the air and ocean 
transportation & documentation process—a comprehensive review of the roles of the forwarder and 
the customs broker.  Learn the evaluation and selection process of the international forwarder, 
customs broker, and carrier.  Coordinate your documents with transportation rules and procedures 
and gain a solid understanding of the critical components of logistics.  Instructor: Arthur O’Meara.  
8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m., Courtyard by Marriott Chicago O’Hare, 2950 South River Road, Des Plaines, 
IL.  ITA/GC Members - $620; Non-members - $645.  For information & registration, please see: 
https://globaltrainingcenter.com/international-logistics-chicago-nov-10-
2026/?145944_grid_view=false.  

Nov. 11 -  EXHIBIT WITH THE STATE OF ILLINOIS AT ADVANCED DESIGN & MANUFACTURING,  
 12    MONTREAL, CANADA.  Qualified Illinois companies are invited to join the Illinois Department of 

Commerce and Economic Opportunity, Office of Trade and Investment, to exhibit in the Illinois 
pavilion at the Advanced Design and Manufacturing (ADM) Expo in Montreal.  Illinois companies 
who qualify for this mission will receive: Exhibit Space; 25-75% partial reimbursement for lodging 
and airfare costs in accordance with guidelines; Briefing Material; Pre-show promotion; 
Matchmaking Assistance; Assistance with travel and logistics.  Fee: $1,000.  Application deadline: 
September 10.  For information & registration, please contact: Chris.Sedgwick@illinois.gov.  
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Nov. 11   TARIFF CLASSIFICATION.  Seminar, sponsored by the Global Training Center, is for import, export, 
FTA determination & clarification on Section 301 and Section 232.  The classification & valuation 
of goods are major decisions!  Critical information is not only for duty purposes but also to 
determine whether goods are subject to quotas, restraints, embargoes, or other restrictions.  
Shipments with incorrect classifications may not reach their destination, and/or you may be 
subjected to penalties.  Join us for this interactive, in-person workshop. Registration includes a 
valuable reference book.  Instructor: Arthur O’Meara.  8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m., Courtyard by 
Marriott Chicago O’Hare, 2950 South River Road, Des Plaines, IL.  ITA/GC Members - $620; Non-
members - $645.  For information & registration, please see: https://globaltrainingcenter.com/tariff-
classification-chicago-nov-11-2026/.  

Nov. 11   INTERNATIONAL TRADE: MANAGING RISKS AND REAPING REWARDS.  Luncheon program 
sponsored by the Madison International Trade Association.  This innovative session combines 
experienced risk managers, industry experts, and global trade leaders to learn best practices and 
compare notes so you can lean with confidence into the opportunities abroad for your products and 
services.  Speakers: Mike Klemp-North, VP of Administration and Facilities Hsu’s Ginseng; Bruce 
Glaub, Director, Trade Credit, M3 Insurance; Hannah Misciasci, International Advisor, M3 
Insurance; Pete Dewar, Client Executive, M3 Insurance.  11:30 a.m. – 2:00 p.m., M3 Insurance, 828 
John Nolen Drive, Madison, WI.  MITA Members - $55; Non-members - $80.  For information & 
registration, please see: https://events.mitatrade.org/events/Details/international-trade-managing-
risks-and-reaping-rewards-1903441?sourceTypeId=Website.  

Nov. 12   IMPORTING PROCEDURES.  Seminar, sponsored by the Global Training Center, focuses on the 
importance of accurate paperwork and timely reporting. Designed to help commercial importers 
become more aware of their regulatory obligations, learn your broker’s responsibilities, and develop 
strategies for improving trade compliance within their organization. This course focuses on the 
import entry processes and the fundamental disciplines required for making an entry.  Instructor: 
Arthur O’Meara.  8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m., Courtyard by Marriott Chicago O’Hare, 2950 South River 
Road, Des Plaines, IL.  ITA/GC Members - $620; Non-members - $645.  For information & 
registration, please see: https://globaltrainingcenter.com/importing-procedures-chicago-nov-12-
2026/,  

Nov. 12   PASSPORT TO FRANCE.  Sponsored by the French American Chamber of Commerce Midwest 
Chicago, this event celebrates French food and culture with signature cuisine from top chefs and 
restaurants, bringing together an exceptional array of businesses.  6:00 – 10:00 p.m., Artifact, 43.25 
North Ravenswood Avenue, Chicago.  FACC Members - $140 by September 1; $160 thereafter; 
Non-members - $200.  For information & registration, please see: https://p2f-tix.carrd.co/.  

Nov. 13   IMPORTING 201.  Seminar, sponsored by the Global Training Center, builds upon techniques 
presented in our Importing Procedures course and explains how to implement and strengthen your 
import controls.  Course also describes what you should do to prepare for the eventuality of a CBP 
audit.  Instructor: Arthur O’Meara.  8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m., Courtyard by Marriott Chicago O’Hare, 
2950 South River Road, Des Plaines, IL.  ITA/GC Members - $620; Non-members - $645.  For 
information & registration, please see: https://globaltrainingcenter.com/importing-201-chicago-nov-
13-2026/.  

Nov. 16 -  HONG KONG TRADE MISSION 2026.  IBS Global Consulting, in collaboration with the Hong Kong  
 20    Business Association of the Midwest and the Hong Kong Trade Development Council (HKTDC), is 

organizing this mission in conjunction with the 27th Hong Kong Forum, the annual flagship event of the 
Federation of Hong Kong Business Associations Worldwide.  The mission offers U.S. businesses 
firsthand insights into technology trends, market opportunities, and information on conducting business 
in Hong Kong, one of Asia's most vibrant business hubs.  Companies in Emerging Technology & 
Innovation (e.g., MedTech, FoodTech, EdTech, and FinTech); Healthcare (e.g., Medical Devices and 
Pharmaceuticals); AI and Robotics; ICT and Digitalization; Logistics; Professional Services (e.g., 
Consultants, Legal Services); and Financial Services are encouraged to apply.  Fee: $1,250; deadline: 
October 2, 2026.  For information & registration, please see: https://ibsglobalconsulting.com/hong-
kong-trade-mission-2026.  
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Nov. 16   THE STATE OF BANGLADESH: SOURCING TIMES REPORT INSIGHTS.  Webinar, sponsored by the 
American Apparel & Footwear Association and Harnest, provides an executive debrief of The 
Sourcing Times: Bangladesh Report, examining how the country’s apparel and textile sector is 
evolving beyond its traditional position as a high-volume, low-cost sourcing market. Led by report 
author Brooke Roberts-Islam, the session explores labor reform and compliance, trade dynamics 
and LDC graduation, vertical integration, Tier 2 and 3 sourcing opportunities, circularity, renewable 
energy, and manufacturing innovation.  1:00 – 2:00 p.m. CST.  No fee; advance registration 
required.  For information & registration, please see: 
https://www.aafaglobal.org/AAFA/Webinars/2026/2026_Landing_Pages/WEB261116.aspx.  

Dec. 4   BABC HOLIDAY LUNCHEON 2026.  Sponsored by the British American Chamber of Commerce 
Chicago, expect: Curated whisky reception; Three-course holiday meal at The Drake Hotel; 
Inspiring remarks from community leaders, including His Majesty’s Consul General Richard Hyde; 
Fundraising raffle & seasonal entertainment; Holiday photo booth; Networking with executives, 
members, partners, and distinguished guests.  11:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m., The Drake, 140 East Walton 
Place, Chicago.  Members - $250; Non-members - $299.  For information & registration, please see: 
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/ev/reg/f7wx53t?source_id=ed04e12e-5fb4-43b6-a513-
febf323ad1cc&source_type=em&c=8jQOrobaIqlBV3uQwO5UaJ7YwoqwsPWQw7G9r9V22yb4M
UJxhqLM9w==.  

Dec. 5 -  SAUDI ARABIA, U.A.E. & EGYPT TRADE MISSION.  The Great Lakes St. Lawrence Governors and  
 15    Premiers (GSGP) s leading this multi-sector trade mission.  The goal of this mission is to assist small 

to medium-sized companies from the Great Lakes St. Lawrence region to export products and 
services to these important markets.  Each mission participant will receive a customized schedule of 
B2B meetings with prospective customers and business partners.  Registration deadline: September 
18, 2026.  For information & registration, please see: https://gsgp.org/projects/international-
trade/trade-missions/saudi-arabia-uae-and-egypt-trade-mission-2026/.  

Dec. 6 -  CUSTOMS BROKERAGE LICENSE NATIONWIDE PREPARATION WORKSHOP - APRIL 2027  
Apr. 18    EXAMINATION.  Sponsored by The World Academy and the Alston Group, this course will assist 

you in the development of test taking reference familiarization, time management, Customs 
Regulations reference and Harmonized Tariff Schedule determination that will result in positive 
results in the development of each participant test taking ability towards a passing grade.  Classes are 
held on alternate Sundays (8:30 – 11:00 a.m. CST) and consist of: Live lectures – Remote platform; 
Five-month instruction and help desk assistance; Group format with One-on-one tutorship options 
and Customs Examination preparation skills for positive results.  Fee: $1,995.  For information & 
registration, please see: https://www.theworldacademy.com/copy-of-2021-customs-broker-course.  

Dec. 9 -  ARGENTINA OIL, GAS AND ENERGY INFRASTRUCTURE CERTIFIED TRADE MISSION.  Sponsored  
 11    by the Business Council for International Understanding (BCIU) and the U.S. Department of 

Commerce, the delegation will be accompanied by The Honorable David L. Fogel, Assistant 
Secretary of Commerce and Director General of the United States and Foreign Commercial Service 
for the International Trade Administration (ITA) at the U.S. Department of Commerce.  The mission 
will provide participating U.S. companies with unique opportunities to engage Argentine 
government and industry stakeholders and explore commercial opportunities across the oil and gas 
value chain, including drilling and completion equipment, hydraulic fracturing, oilfield services, 
logistics and field infrastructure, pipelines and gathering systems, processing and compression, and 
related digital and information and communication technology (ICT) infrastructure.  The mission 
will also serve as an opportunity for U.S. companies to learn more about and leverage emerging 
commercial opportunities created by the U.S.-Argentina Agreement on Reciprocal Trade and 
Investment (ARTI), including reduced trade barriers and deepening bilateral trade and investment 
cooperation to advance shared strategic U.S. and Argentine economic and political objectives.  For 
information & registration (deadline: November 13), please see: 
https://bciu.zohobackstage.com/ArgentinaEnergyOilGasCTM.  
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Feb. 10 -  SOUTH AFRICA AND KENYA TRADE MISSION.  The Great Lakes St. Lawrence Governors and  
 17    Premiers (GSGP) is leading this multi-sector trade mission.  The goal of this mission is to assist 

small to medium-sized companies from the Great Lakes St. Lawrence region to export products and 
services to these important markets.  Each mission participant will receive a customized schedule of 
B2B meetings with prospective customers and business partners.  Registration Deadline: November 
4, 2026.  For information & registration, please see: https://gsgp.org/projects/international-
trade/trade-missions/south-africa-and-kenya-trade-mission-2027/.  

Apr. 3 -  BRAZIL AND PARAGUAY TRADE MISSION.  The Great Lakes St. Lawrence Governors and Premiers  
 11    (GSGP) is leading this multi-sector trade mission.  The goal of this mission is to assist small to 

medium-sized companies from the Great Lakes St. Lawrence region to export products and services 
to these important markets.  Each mission participant will receive a customized schedule of B2B 
meetings with prospective customers and business partners.  Registration Deadline: January 8, 2027.  
For information & registration, please see: https://gsgp.org/projects/international-trade/trade-
missions/brazil-and-paraguay-trade-mission-2027/.  

 

About the ITA/GC 
Founded in December 1977, The International Trade Association of Greater Chicago (ITA/GC) was 
incorporated in January 1979 as an Illinois not-for-profit, voluntary business association dedicated to promoting 
international commerce in all its forms by providing a forum for the exchange of practical information and 
insight within the international business community.  The ITA/GC’s focus is on practicality: on building 
knowledge and enabling relationships that help people do international business.  While our scope of interest is 
diverse – all aspects of trading and commercial activity across all geographies and all industries – our work is 
simple: to help others gain understanding that is personal, current and actionable. 
Annual membership dues are: Individual - $150; Consular/Diplomatic - $75 (up to 3 members); 
Academic/Faculty - $200 (up to 8 designated faculty members); Student from a participating academic 
institution - $25; Regular student - $50; Associate/Non-resident (more than 150 miles from O’Hare 
International Airport) - $50; Retired/Job Transition - $50; Corporate (up to 8 designated members) - $300.  For 
a Membership Application, please call 773/725-1106; e-mail: info@itagc.org; or visit: www.itagc.org.  

 

Follow the International Trade Association of Greater Chicago on LinkedIn: 

 

About Barnes Richardson 
Barnes Richardson (http://www.barnesrichardson.com) has been focused on international trade regulation and customs law 
since 1919.  Our practice is global and includes matters originating both within and outside of the United States.  We are a 
proud member of Meritas, an international group of law firms providing local, reliable, and efficient legal representation all 
over the world.  We have provided customs or trade advice to over one-third of the manufacturers in the Fortune 100. 

 

About KSM 
KSM (Katz, Sapper & Miller) is one of the top 50 largest independent advisory, tax, and audit firms in the United States.  
Through our deep experience across multiple disciplines and industries, we provide clients with the inspiration, insight, and 
technical expertise they need to achieve great things.  KSM’s international team provides tax planning and consulting services 
to help businesses and individuals navigate all aspects of cross-border activity.  Headquartered in Indianapolis, we operate 
multiple offices and serve an impressive roster of clients who count on us to be their trusted advisors.  Learn more at 
ksmcpa.com. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

© 2026, The International Trade Association of Greater Chicago 

https://gsgp.org/projects/international-trade/trade-missions/south-africa-and-kenya-trade-mission-2027/
https://gsgp.org/projects/international-trade/trade-missions/south-africa-and-kenya-trade-mission-2027/
https://gsgp.org/projects/international-trade/trade-missions/brazil-and-paraguay-trade-mission-2027/
https://gsgp.org/projects/international-trade/trade-missions/brazil-and-paraguay-trade-mission-2027/
mailto:info@itagc.org
http://www.itagc.org/
http://www.barnesrichardson.com/
https://www.ksmcpa.com/

	ILLINOIS
	INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS CALENDAR
	About the ITA/GC


